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Hawks’ Shift

Bundy, Assistant Secretary of

Precipitated
Bombing Halt

By Stuart H. Loory

Los Angeles Times .

. Tight prominent hawks

and a dove—all from out-

side the government—gath- g

ered in the White House for
a night and day last March
to judge the progress of the
Vietnam war for President
Johnson.

Their deliberations pro-
duced this verdict for the
chief executive: .

Continued . escalation of
the war—intensified bomb-
ing of North Vietnam and

jncreased American troop -

strength in the South—
would do no good. Forget
about seeking a battlefield
solution to the problem and
instead intensify efforts to
. seek a political solution at
the negotiating table.

The manner in which Mr.
Johnson sought the advice
of the nine men before ar-
riving at the conclusion to
de-escalate the war an-
nounced in his now famous
March 31 speech, has been
pieced together from conver-

sations with reliable sources .

who asked to remain anony-
mous. C

The nine ‘men, Republi-
cans and Democrats with ex-
tensive experience in formu-
lating foreign policy, were

among those frequently con- .

sulted by Mr. Johnson from
time to time during the war,

At each consultation prior -

to March they had been
overwhelmingly in favor of

prosecuting the war vigor-

ously with more men and
material, withs intensified
hombing of North Vietnam,
with increased efforts to cre-
ate a viabl¢ government in
the South.
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AS recently as last Decem-
ber they had expressed this
view to the President. The
only dissenter among them—
one who had been a dissenter
from the beginning—was for-
mer Undersecretary of State
George Ball.

March 18th Meeting

The men, who have come to
he known to & small circle in
the governmernt as the Pres-
jdent’s “senior informal advis-
ory group” convened in the
White House early on the eve-
ning of March 18th. )

Present in addition to Ball :
were: Arthur Dean, a Repub-
lican New York lawyer who
was a Korean War negotlator|
during the Eisenhower admin-
istration; Dean Acheson, for-
mer President Truman’s Sec-
retary of State; Gen. Matthew
B. Ridgeway, the retired com-
mander of TUnited Nations
troops in Korea; Gen. Maxwell
Taylor, former Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff;
Cyrus Vance, former Deputy
Defense Secretary and a key
troubleshooter for the John-
son Administration; McGeorge
Bundy, Ford Foundation Pres-
ident who had been special ~
assistant for National security
affairs. fo Mr. Johnson and
former President Xennedy;
former Treasury Secretary C.|
Douglas Dillon and Gen. Omar}
Bradley, a leading supporter|
of the President's war policies.

First the group met over
dinner with Secretary of State
Dean Rusk; Defense Secretary|
Clark M, Clifford; Ambassa-
dor W. Averell Harriman;t
Walt W. Rostow, the Presi-i
dent’s special assistant for:
National sgeurity gffairs; Gen.:
Earle G. Wheeler, Chairman:
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff;’
Richard Helms, Director of

i

\

State for East Asian and
Pacific Affairs. :

The outsiders questioned
the government officials

‘carefully ‘'on the war, the

pacification program and the
condition of the South Viet-
namese government after
the Tet offensive. They in-
cluded in their deliberations
the effect of the war on the
United States.

Three Briefings
After dinner the govern-

”~

The briefings DYy eruy
and Carver reflected what
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between the Defense Depart-
ment and the CIA which has -
been . previously reported.
Discrepanciesi in the figures
resulted from the fact that
DePuy’s estimates of enemy
strength covered only iden-
tifiable military units, while
Carver’s included all known
military, - paramilitary- and:
parttime enemy strength
available. b | .

Striking Turnabout

The morning of March 19,
the advisory group assem-

ment officials left and the
group received three brief-
ings. :

Philip C. Habib, a deputy
to William Bundy and now
a member of the American
negotiating team in Paris,
delivered an unusually frank
briefing on the conditions in
Vietnam after the Tet of-
fensive. He covered such
matters as corruption in
South Vietnam and the
growing refugee problem.

Habib, according to relia--
ble sources, told the group
+hat the Saigon government;
was generally weaker than:
had been realized as a re-
sult of the Tet offensive. He
related the situation, some
said, with greater frankness
than the group had pre-
viously heard. ’

In addition to Habib, Maj.
Gen. William E. DePuy, spe-
cial assistant fo the Joint
Chiefs for counterinsurgen-
cy and special activities,
briefed the group on the’
military ™  situation, and
George Carver, a CIA ana-
lyst, gave his agency’s esti-
mates of conditions in the

war Zzone. e

™
“

bled in the White House to
discuss what they had heard
the previous evening . and
arrived at their.verdict. Tt
was a striking turnabout in
attitude for all but Ball.

After their meeting, the
group met the President for
lunch. It was a social affair.
No business wag transacted.
The . meal finished, the ad-
visers delivered their ver-
dict to the President.

He was reportedly greatly
surprised -at their conclu-
sions. When he asked them
where they had obtained the
facts on which the conclu-
sions were based, the group |
told him of the briefings by
Habib, DePuy and Carver.

Mr. Johnson knew that the
three men had also briefed
his governmental advisers,
but he had not received the
same picture of the war as
Rostow presented the .re-
ports to him.

As a result of the discrep-
ancy, the President ordered
his own direct briefings. At
least Hahib and DePuy—and
almost certainly Carver—
had evening sessions with
the President. .

. Habib was reportedly as
frank with the President as
he had been with the ad-

- visory -group. The President ’

asked tough questions. “Ha-
bib stuck to his guns,” one
source reported. i

On top of all this, Clifford,
since he had become De-
fense Secretary, came to
| the same conclusions Rob-
tert S. MeNamara had
! reached—that the bombing
{ of North Vietnam was not
-achieving its objectives.
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De Gaulle: L
d

“l shall not resig
a mandate from t

- I shall fulfill it.

change the premi

cowonstrating students
claim is a threat to parlia-
mentary demoeracy, was
passed by the lower house
yesterday with 53 votes to
spare. The legislation,
which provides for special
executive authority in
times of national emer-
gency, was stoutly defend-
ed by Chancelloy Kiesinger
and Foreign Minister Willy
Brandt.

Story on Page A3.
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republic will not[™ -

The people will ta -

on itself again. ) Debate
independence

will triumph with of HHH Rivals
Ry Donatat Stop’ Alliance

Washington P

. « By Walter Pincus
i PARIS’ May 30:_ I hashinxton Post Staff Writer
these words, President de

L working alliance has been
promising counterattack ween Kennedy and McCarthy

that he has built and presow down the Humphrey dele-

igon. -The strategy will be sub-
He pledged to stay on 35 ‘important test in Michigan’s

crisis France has faced sintion this weekend.
He dissolved the Natioocratic meeting in Detroit is

elections for next month, mumber of state conventions
. K - bi
He promised to free thle ennedy-McCarthy combine

. - . vorking to stave off a quick
grip of a national strike, victory at the National Conven-

tle said France was menaciugust,
by a Communist takeover art is low-keyed and has been
must mobilize to save itselft staff level. It has been func-
ffe conferred emergenothly in Colorado and Missouri
powers on local administratdn Pennsylvania and fell apart
and appeared 10 give tin Maine and Vermont.
green light to vigilante growan the two political camps are
to “prevent subversion.” entify districts where a combi-
ie ordered truops-to stand Kennedy-McCarthy strength
duty on the ouiskirts of tgt Humphrey. Kennedy and
capital. lelegate hunters have been at

A Simple Formula DELEGA'ES, A5, Col. 1

i{ was the de Gaulle of 19
who spoke today, promising
new “liberation.” Iy was al &
a vengefuf volce, pushing t
country, some said, to t
brink of civil war and offeri

&

it a sixgle, blunt formula 10 - e ettt lny

salvation: “Follow me.”

De Gaulle made it clear tha:
on one point he was giving
the country no choice. The
strike of eight million worker.
and the revolt of half a mil
lion students must come to ar

s ]
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is Currency

7ashington Post Foreign Service

ARIS, May 31 (Friday)-
French government toda
>osed currency-exchang
rols to keep nervous cit
from shipping francs o*
he country to sell fg
I currencies.

st word of the renewe
‘rols came shortly befor
night last night. The g8
nent move was officiall
ribed as temporary an
ted in scope.

esterday, the Bank fg
rnational Settlements i
tzerland said it ha
ped buying up francs t
Jort the currency's pric
BIS acted on request ¢
Banque de France, th
Mry’s central bark.

ne word here was that th
eral Reserve Bank ¢
" York would continy
1 purchases, however.

he French government
osition of exchange co1
§ came after a day ¢
ors about both this ste
a possible devaluation ¢
frane.

he exchange controls wel
sidered more likely, by
swift government mo

may have caught many peopl
by surprise.

There was no available ev

dence here to suggest that th
more drastic action of forma
ly devaluing the franc was i
the works. A number of e:

See MONEY, A18, Col. 1
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I have
people.
vill not
.. The
bdicate.
2a grip
rogress,

peace
berty.”

Louchheim

'oreign Service

made my decision.” Wit
raulle mounted an uncor
ay to defend the Franc
d over for a decade.
esident to resolve the wors
the Algerian war.
Assembly and called ne
t kept his Premier.
suntry from the paralyzin
ng force if necessary.

France Puts
Controls on
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